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Art Forms in Nature, Ernst Haeckel (1904)

The Scottish Marine Station:

Edinburgh origins and travels

• Roscoff Marine Station: 

a model to follow?

Focus on seaweed: 

Culture collections and Ectocarpus

•

• Choreography of international relations

•

Overview 



Roscoff biology station

Founded in 1872 by Henri de 

Lacaze-Duthiers 
150 year anniversary in 2022

Supposed to be an itinerant station 

at first 
~ HMS Challenger on the coast

3 core functions from the start:

• Experimental research

• Hosting researchers and 

students (teaching from 1881)

• Relation to fisheries (applied)





Late XIXth century – creation of 15 French marine stations

Lacaze-Duthiers occupies a central role in this movement

-

- Connection with other stations’ directors (Dayrat, 2016)

- Editor of Archives de zoologie expérimentale et générale (Debaz, 2005)

Roscoff – A Model To  Follow?

1872-1876 – Lacaze-Duthiers’ Register (~50% of students)

• 1873: 4 visitors

• 1874: 9 (3 from abroad - London, Kiev, Geneva)

• 1878, 1880: visits from Patrick Geddes (Scotland)

• 1881: 31 visitors (Dayrat, op. cit)

• 1903: 47 visitors (Daubresse, op. cit.)

• …

• Nowadays: Visitors + Conferences (~40 conferences/year)

- A hosting station



Patrick Geddes (1854-1932)

1878, 1880: visits from Patrick Geddes in Roscoff

J.A. Adams, 1996 (Buckland Occasional Papers: No. 2)

1878-1889: Correspondence with Lacaze Duthiers

1879: the Scottish zoological Station near Stonehaven



SCOTTISH MARINE STATION (1884)



Sir John Murray 

(1841 –1914)



Edinburgh Fisheries exhibit 1882

London exhibit 1883

Fisheries 

exhibitions



Picture via Granton:hub archive

Location of Marine Station at Granton





The Centre for Research Collections (CRC), 

University of Edinburgh







Photographs held at the Oban marine station



Recommandation by Anton Dohrn (Annual Report, 1898): 



Oban

Millport

From East coast

to West coast



International connections



“Conférence Internationale sur la Biologie Comparée des Espèces 
Marines dans les Différents Districts de leur Aire de Répartition” (27 june
- 4 july1956 in Roscoff).

• Supported by the l’UNESCO

Margaret & Harold Barnes recognized as world authorities on barnacle biology.







Sheina Marshall      

1896-1977



Bernard Kloareg

Director of the Roscoff station bet. 2004 & 2018



European Networks

• EMBRC research infrastructure of 
European marine stations which 
provides:

• access to a wide range of
European coastal marine 
bioresources and ecosystem

• an integrated supply of marine organisms for
interdisciplinary research, including new
research model organisms

• coordinated services including state-of-
the-art biobanks, culture collections and
dedicated platforms for genomics, 
structural and functional biology, 
microscopy and bioinformatics

• interdisciplinary training in marine biological
sciences

• outreach to stakeholders, users and the
public at large

http://www.embrc.eu/


- From 1998, the Roscoff Culture Collection (RCC) >5500 strains (microalgae)

- Center for Plankton Collections (CCP) → over 20,000 sampling

- GMOs → cyanobacteria (Synechoccus spp) and macroalgae (Ectocarpus spp)

Oban culture collection (CCAP – From Vienna to Oban)















• From individual histories of stations towards study of connections 

between stations: histoire croisée

• Travellers between stations as go-betweens: Geddes, Dohrn, 

Kofoid…

• Different life courses of stations show local and national specificities, 

including specific institutional configurations and modes of financial 

support 

• Embedding in international networks shows connections and trends 

across borders but also differences and discontinuities, e.g. effects 

of World Wars and more currently Brexit 

Some concluding thoughts 
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